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Governor Earl Announces Re-Election Plans
by Steve Siegel
Wisconsin Governor Tony Earl spoke
to a fair-sized audience of Lawrence
students
and
faculty
in
Lawrence's
Riverview
Lounge
Monday afternoon
in his initial Appleton appearance of
the 1986 gubernatorial campaign. Earl
is seeking re-election to a second fouryear term.
Earl, emphasizing that four more
years of his leadership would bring
improvements in the state's economy,
ecology, and education, said he disagreed
with tne school of thought popularized
by
Thomas
Jefferson
which argued
that the "government which governs
best is the government which governs
least." He called for an activist approach
to state government, arguing tnat its
role
should
be
one of
fashioning
solutions...it is not enough just to say
no" to government interference.
Earl
castigated those with a Jeffersonian
approach, stating that "everything will
not take care o f itself." He noted that
there are those who think that the govern
ment should "deliver the m ail, defend
the shores, and get off my back."
In a not-so-subtle slap at his Repub
lican opponents, Earl said that while
no one can go more than two days without
water, some among us "can go years
without a new idea." He claimed that
he enioyed running for election as an
incumbent
better:
"If
elected,
you
know what I'll do." He said that he
is looking forward to a vigorous campaign,
and likened it to a civics or political
science class, arguing that this year's
campaign, more than others, will be
a choice between the activist and m ini
malist approaches to government.
Earl illustrated
the successes of
his initial four years in Madison, noting
that in 1982, when he took office, Wiscon
sin's unemployment rate was among
the highest in the nation; today it runs
better than the national average. Further
improvements, he said, have oeen made
in Wisconsin's already highly acclaimed
educational system, both at the primary
and secondary levels.

Governor Earl (D-Wisconsin) in Riverview on Monday.
He said that his adm inistration insti
tuted minimum standards (which were
entirely lacking) for high school gradua
tion and increased faculty salaries in
the University of Wisconsin system.
In addition, grants to professional re
search schools in the system also in
creased. At the same tim e, Earl adm itted
that more progress needs to be made.
Many, he said, are of the opinion that
post-high school education is the norm:
on the contrary, he said only 50% ot
Wisconsin residents continue on to col
lege. He termed that statistic "lousy."
Further, Earl noted that state high
schools have "unacceptably high levels
of drop-outs." He pledged an emphasis
on basics."
The governor proudly pointed to
his record of protecting
Wisconsin's
environment, arguing that during his
term in office the state passed the
strongest anti-acid rain and groundwater
bills in the nation. Additionally, Wiscon
sin passed a new nuclear power mora
torium
"two years before Chernobyl

(Photo by Scott Whitcomb)

[the site of the nuclear disaster in the
Soviet Union]...prevention is preferable
to clean-up," he said.
Earl praised his "friends in the state
legislature" who [with his help] did
what the U.S. Congress is still "hoping"
to do—pass a comprehensive tax reform
package which, he said, lowered tax
rates for most individuals.
"We did
it," said Earl proudly. He also pointed
to his prudent management of the state
budget, noting that the state is now
running a surplus. Four years ago, he
said, tne revenue fund was in the red
(in debt) and the unemployment compen
sation fund was borrowing one m illion
dollars per day.
His adm inistration
substituted an activist policy in the
place of complacency.
In the question period which followed,
Earl was asked about the raising of
the state's drinking age as a potential
campaign issue.
He responded that
it would be an issue, and adm itted,
when asked, that he changed his mind
on the issue. He said that he didn't
continued on p. 2

Hands Across
America in
Appleton
On Sunday May 25th, 1986, the Apple
ton area Jaycees along with WXGZ
Channel 32 will be conducting a Hands
Across
America
chain
in
Appleton.
We are looking for people to participate
in this human chain and we are hoping
that Lawrence will help us make this
event a success. The chain will take
at 2:00 PM. Please try to get
?lace
o a location as soon after 1:00 PM
as possible so we can get organized.
The chain will begin at College and
Richmond and we will attem pt to stretch
to Memorial Park. We would appreciate
a donation of $1.00 per person with
all proceeds going to Hands Across
America.
We also need block chairmen to
help us out in this event. They would
be responsible for a one block area
along the route.
They would collect
the donations from the people in the
line in their block. We will supply needed
containers and all other materials.
How would your group like to reserve
a block and fill up tnat space with your
people? This can be done and would
(Photo by Dave Faber) be very helpful to our effort. If you
are interested in being a block chairman,
or reserving a block, please contact
Keith Green, Amy Aronson, Gordon Gray, Lisa Remington and Karen Gunderson on stage during
Gary Dusso at 739-3825, or Mary Gosse
act one of “Cloud Nine," which is playing tonight and tomorrow night at 8 p.m. in the Stansbury
at 733-1679. If you should have any
questions at all, ulease feel free to
Theatre.
contact us.
Any help that Lawrence
students and faculty can offer will
be greatly appreciated.
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Annual Picnic Religion in Public Sector Discouraged
by Liz Lehfeldt

Dear Editors;

On Friday, May 30, during Happy
Hour, the brothers of Delta Tau D elta
and the sisters of D elta Gamm a will
hold
their
annual
Davenport-Gilloon
picnic. Although the picnic was started
only sixteen years ago, relatively little
is known about it. The picnic is held
to commemorate and remember Bill
Davenport (a Delt) and Maura Gilloon
(DG) who drowned in a boating accident
on Lake Winnebago in 1972. Delts and
DGs will be selling hamburgers and
brats to raise money for the DavenportGilloon book awards, which are awarded
every year at the Honors Day Convocation
in memory of the couple. Both Bill
and Maura were respected and loved
by their peers.
Although the picnic
commemorates a tragic event, it is
a chance to come together as a com
munity and pay tribute to two Lawrentians who enhanced the same com
munity sixteen years ago.

continued from p. 1

think that it was a "shame for a person
in public life to change their mind in
changing circumstances." He identified
these changing circumstances as Minne
sota's decision to hike its legal drinking
age from 19 to 21 as of September
1, and the change in federal policy
which now calls for a loss of highway
funds annually, not just for one or two
years.
He argued the importance of
Minnesota's plans in his decision, stating
that Minnesota is "not just another
state," noting that three major cities—
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and D uluth—are
iust "minutes away" from Wisconsin's
border. Earl said ne wanted to avoid
the so-called "blood border" phenomenon,
in which teenagers underage in their
own state drive across the state line
to a state where they are legal—only
to get killed returning in a intoxicated
condition.
Earl was also asked what
his adm inistration was doing to attract
new businesses to Wisconsin; he replied
that he has been attem pting to sell
the state overseas, luring foreign invest
ment by opening trade offices in West
Germany and Hong Kong. He claimed
a "fair number of successes" thus far.
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A study of religion that is publicly
funded must be neutral and balanced.
Professor
Leonard
Thompson,
Chair
of Religion at Lawrence University,
was guest lecturer in a recent Wisconsin
Public Radio seminar titled, "What's
New in the Bible." The Bible course
was sponsored by WHA, the Wisconsin
Humanities C om m ittee, and the Univer
sity of
Wisconsin Extension.
Under
a fire of public criticism , Prof. Thompson
maintains that his class was unbiased.
I listened to the entire series and
here are my observations.
Program
host, Jean Feraca, and p a n y guest
speakers witnessed to their Christian
faith. Most of the guest speakers hailed
from religious institutions
(Lawrence
is formerly religiously affiliated). The
Judeo-Christian god, Jesus Christ, the
Holy Spirit, et al, were regularly referred
to as a priori facts. No other religions
or non-religions were represented except
by call-ins. All of the above affects
tne way a person reads the Bible.
Prof. Thompson has an axe to grind.
His approach to the Bible is liberal
non-literalist.
The professor invariably
used calls by Christian Fundamentalist
Bible literalists to illustrate "wrong
readings" of the Bible.
Even worse
was his evasion and distortion of legiti
mate caller questions concerning his
Bible study and First Amendment religious
freedom rights, historical and scientific
findings disproving many Bible accounts,
contradictory and d iffic u lt Bible passages,
and others.
Thompson
used
his
professional
status and knowledge of the Bible to
justify his narrow orthodoxy. No one,
no m atter his degree of expertise or
ignorance, should promulgate one single
religious point of view at public expense.
In apparent response to First Amend
ment objections to the Bible class,
in the final show Feraca reiterated
the question of the propriety of a Bible
course on Public Radio.
Surprisingly, callers overwhelmingly
praised the course—even those who
openly said they had not listened to
a word of it. The Bible class had been
a resounding success, right?
The norm in call-in radio shows
is guaranteed
caller anonymity.
As
in a confidential survey, participants'
response is candid and, albeit lim ited
in oreadth, reflective of public opinion
of sorts. Not so with a Public Radio
Bible show.
Early on in the seminar WHA tele
phone operators demanded callers' names,
addresses, and phone numbers supposedly
to handle an overload of calls. In fact,
operators, without explanation, often
did not let callers who had previously
objected to the program or its content
back on the air. Other more standard
methods such as a tim e lim it per caller
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could have been used.
The censorship of the final program
was especially ironic because Feraca
was asking us to reflect on our own
self-generated question. But in reality
we were blacklisted and the operators
gave priority to the non-listeners. Wel
come to sanitized (and staged?) pseudoPUbProrL d lThompson has coyly refused
comment to the media about any objec
tions to his Bible class« The seminar
with all its dirty tricks is a most con
vincing example of why we cannot allow
religion in the public sector.
Sincerely,
John Bayley
Madison, Wl

C o ffe e h o u s e R e v ie w
by David Strass
Last Sunday's "Open Mic" had a
relaxing start at about 10:00, but it
wasn't long before it took off. Toby
Martin, the exciting new Coffeehouse
Com m ittee chairman, played an original
piano improvisation (the piano rested
on the very cool new blue carpeting!)
for the intim ate crowd of faithful
Coffeehousers who showed up "on tim e."
As Toby picked up the pace with an
awesome blues, the people began filtering
in until there were over seventy people.
The piano remained center of atten
tion as Susan Packard hopped up to
play a medley of TV tunes (it made
us all feel young again). She followed
this with her public sober singing debut,
called "Hail, Caesar." It's good to know
that a regular like Susan can still catch
you off guard.
Paul O'Sullivan took over for a little
while, beginning with a couple of songs
with Steve Johnson, who gave his world
debut performance.
One was a song
that he wrote. Then Paul hooked up
with Toby and his piano for some good
old Neil Young tunes.
Steve Sager and Paul Pappas came
through to do some Simon and Garfunkel,
plus some tunes they've done before.
They were followed by Brian Schultz's
hilarious monologue, oack by popular
demand ("one or tv*o people").
The evening closed out with the
return of Randi Levy. Anyone at Coffee
house would agree that sne simply can't
be missed.
People stuck around as
Chas Swenson, Tom C icciarelli, and
Paul O'Sullivan jam m ed for a while.
There was never a dull moment
Sunday night. Of course the one who
stole the show was Jane Bardon, who
introduced the performers and did every
thing else as well. Despite what a couple
people might have thought at first,
there was no shortage of talent.
It
was a display of everyone who is, or
will be, a Coffeehouse regular.
What's that, you say you missed
it? ( Well, don't feel too Dad. There
won't be any Coffeehouse this week,
but next week come and hear student
performers.
Due
to
the
popularity
of "Open Mic," Coffeehouse will host
one more "Open Mic" to end this year's
season. Note: Rumor has it the theater/
improv group may stop by—so don't
miss it!

CONKEY’S
-------------

BOOK

STORE

G r a d u a tin g

S e n io r s

S at., M ay 24 is th e last d ay
to order y o u r cap & g o w n s
a t th e regular price.
(STARTING TUES., MAY 27
there will be a $3.00 late feel)

G ra d u a tio n A n n o u n c e m e n ts are in!
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R e v i e w : A Loving Place
value of the cards he has put- down
on the table, they are but one formative
part of the game, the outcome of which
can only be determined only by the
inarticulable rules of the game.
The events of the book and the
character they involve are, for the
most part, well thought out, complete,
and satisfying without being trite or
two-dimensional. Dintenfass's description
of the anxiety Farber experiences upon
realizing that his wallet is missing as
he tries to purchase playing cards at
a m all in the opening sequences is handled
expertly and sets tne tone of the book
unmistakably.
Farber's
battle
with
spoon lodged in his ornery garbage
disposal by his wife Jrene is especially
insightful and amusing.
Dintenfass's protrayal of Irene and
her failure to develop into an interesting
character is, however, one of the few
weak points of the novel. Occasional
hints into her deeper character are
delivered,
usually
through
knowing
looks and tim ely embraces, but the
dialogue between the retired school
teacher and her husband consists almost
exclusively of predictable hen-pecking
and banal Yiddish generalities.
The other weak point in A Loving
Place is Farber's preoccupation with
his deteriorating excretory functions.
In too many instances his thoughts are
consumed entirely with his constipation
and the inconsistency of his urinary
capabilities.
While tnis preoccupation
is both believable and logical, it is exactly
the type of disorder one expects to
encounter in the story of an elderly
person, and consequently it provides
no interesting or nelpful inform ation
about Murray Farber.
But these two points notwithstanding,
A
Loving
Place
is
an
intriguing,
well-constructed novel that offers a
fresh
perspective
on
the
often
stereotypifiea experience of the displaced
and empty modern retiree.

by Mark Johanson
Book provided courtesy of Conkey's.
"What are the odds of a deck working
itself out?
In ordinary solitaire, five
or six to one. That seemed about right.
Some
smart
m athem atician,
Danny
perhaps, could figure the odds exactly.
The odds of order emerging, of there
being a happy ending. Why do happy
endings leave a hollow feeling? Order,
disorder, neither quite satisfied. What
is it, then, that we want?"
Mark Dintenfass, A Loving Place
The game of solitaire is unique among

card games in that there is
Eopular
ut one player and the intricacies,

strategies, recollections, and conjectures
of the game are contained entirely
in the internal realm of the player's
mind and thoughts. In the same way
A Loving Place, the sixth published
novel by Lawrence English professor
Mark Dintenfass, is a rather unique
book. The action, reflections, tensions,
pinings, stories, and passions are all
contained entirely within and seen through
the busy mind of Murray Farber, tne
novel's protagonist. Farber, a 74 year
old
retired
bookmaker/activist
/neighborhood kingpin/toy store owner
from Brooklyn has been caught up in
the exodus of the elderly from their
vanishing ethnic and cultural meccas
to the citrus and stucco opulence of
M iam i.
Having torn out his roots in
such a manner, Farber finds himself
in the position of one who is forced
to rely on memories and internally
re-lived tim es to attem pt to regenerate
his am putated self. While the 'action"
of the entire novel transpires in only
two chronological days, the "a c tio n '
which transpires in Farmer's mind covers
an entire lifetim e of events, musings,
fond remembrances, and regrets.
In A Loving Place Dintenfass skillfully
creates a biographical dream
world

pages,
_
sensation that the reader is peering
into Farber's head and mapping his
netvvork of thoughts through a picture
window.
The window is
acked and
clouded in spots by Farber s sluggishly
moving shell, but nevertheless it affords
a clear, if fleeting, glimpse into the
Farber of Montgomery Street in Brooklyn,
as well as the displaced Florida senior
citizen he has outwardly become.
Images of card playing (especially
solitaire, which is something of an
obsession for Farber)
are prevalent
in A Loving Place, and in many ways
semm to parallel the inner workings
and methodologies of Farber^s approach
to life. Farber, to carry the solitaire
image to a dangerously extended degree,
has already played most of his hand,
but still has a few odd cards remaining
in the deck. Every so often, when he
has been stymied oy the game, a new
card is suddenly played (Tor example,
when he meets an old friend from
Brooklyn in a shopping mall).
With
the introduction of tne new card, whole
rows of previously played cards are
freed
to
shift
around,
old
cards,
long-buried under the pile, are made
accessible, and as eacn 9 f these is
re-discovered the ones lying beneath
it are revealed in an enaless and
interconnected chain of memories that
is broken only when Farber is forced
to snap back into the present realized.
He sees an old photograph and in a
flash his mind is racing back to the
day
Eleanor
Roosevelt
visited
Montgomery Street at his request, which
in turn brings to the forefront of his
thoughts an old feud between an ancient
black man and the would-be benefactor
who bought him out of slavery. A11^?
inevitably, Farber's lone extra-mantal
a ffa ir of thiry-odd years ago sneaks
into the game.
f
Farber,
through
his
years
ot
reminiscing and self-examination, has
acquired a type of cynical wisdom that
seems to be a cross between constipation
and nostalgia. This wisdom, as revealed
through the book's omniscient narrator,
serves as a type of analytical link between
past and present, enabling the reader
to follow the juxtaposition of memories
and now sensations without degenerating
to an arbitrary montage of episodic
events.

Although
his
thoughts are often
projected back to his salad years as
The Mayor of Montgomery Street,"
it would be wrong to characterize Murray
Farber as living solely in the past,
ignoring
the
here-and-now
in
favor
of some idealized, rose-colored lost
outh.
As Dintenfass portrays him ,
I e is a perceptive, practical, interesting
man whose gruff philosophizing has
led him to conclude (or at least entertain
the thought) that no m atter what the
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Annual Picnic Religion in Public Sector Discouraged
by L iz L ehfeldt

Dear Editors:

On Friday, May 30, during Happy
Hour, the brothers of Delta Tau Delta
and the sisters of Delta Gamm a will
hold
their
annual
Davenport-Gilloon
picnic. Although the picnic was started
only sixteen years ago, relatively little
is known about it. The picnic is held
to commemorate and remember Bill
Davenport (a Delt) and Maura Gilloon
(DG) who drowned in a boating accident
on Lake Winnebago in 1972. Delts and
DGs will be selling hamburgers and
brats to raise money for the DavenportGilloon book awards, which are awarded
every year at the Honors Day Convocation
in memory of the couple.
Both Bill
and Maura were respected and loved
by their peers.
Although the picnic
commemorates a tragic event, it is
a chance to come together as a com
munity and pay tribute to two Lawrentians who enhanced the same com 
munity sixteen years ago.

continued from p. 1

think that it was a "shame for a person
in public life to change their mind in
changing circumstances." He identified
these changing circumstances as Minne
sota's decision to hike its legal drinking
age from 19 to 21 as of September
1, and the change in federal policy
which now calls for a loss of highway
funds annually, not just for one or two
years.
He argued the importance of
Minnesota's plans in his decision, stating
that Minnesota is "not just another
state," noting that three major cities—
Minneapolis, St. Paul, and D uluth—are
just "minutes away" from Wisconsin's
border. Earl said ne wanted to avoid
the so-called "blood border" phenomenon,
in which teenagers underage in their
own state drive across the state line
to a state where they are legal—only
to get killed returning in a intoxicated
condition.
Earl was also asked what
his adm inistration was doing to attract
new businesses to Wisconsin; he replied
that he has been attem pting to sell
the state overseas, luring foreign invest
ment by opening trade offices in West
Germany and Hong Kong. He claimed
a "fair number of successes" thus far.
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A study of religion that is publicly
funded must be neutral and balancea.
Professor
Leonard
Thompson,
Chair
of Religion at Lawrence University,
was guest lecturer in a recent Wisconsin
Public Radio seminar titled, "What's
New in the Bible." The Bible course
was sponsored by WHA, the Wisconsin
Humanities C om m ittee, and the Univer
sity of
Wisconsin Extension.
Under
a fire of public criticism , Prof. Thompson
m aintains that his class was unbiased.
I listened to the entire series and
here are my observations.
Program
host, Jean Feraca, and many guest
speakers witnessed to their Christian
faith. Most of the guest speakers hailed
from religious institutions
(Lawrence
is formerly religiously affiliated). The
Judeo-Christian god, Jesus Christ, the
Holy Spirit, et al, were regularly referred
to as a priori facts. No other religions
or non-religions were represented except
by call-ins. All of the above affects
the way a person reads the Bible.
Prof. Thompson has an axe to grind.
His approach to the Bible is liberal
non-literalist. The professor invariably
used calls by Christian Fundamentalist
Bible literalists to illustrate
"wrong
readings" of the Bible.
Even worse
was his evasion and distortion of le g iti
mate caller questions concerning his
Bible study and First Amendment religious
freedom rights, historical and scientific
findings disproving many Bible accounts,
contradictory and d iffic u lt Bible passages,
and others.
Thompson
used
his
professional
status and knowledge of the Bible to
justify his narrow orthodoxy. No one,
no m atter his degree of expertise or
ignorance, should promulgate one single
religious point of view at public expense.
In apparent response to First Amend
ment objections to the Bible class,
in the final show Feraca reiterated
the question of the propriety of a Bible
course on Public Radio.
Surprisingly, callers overwhelmingly
praised the
course—even those
who
openly said they had not listened to
a word of it. The Bible class had been
a resounding success, right?
The norm in call-in radio shows
is guaranteed
caller anonymity.
As
in a confidential survey, participants'
response is candid and, albeit lim ited
in breadth, reflective of public opinion
of sorts. Not so with a Public Radio
Bible show.
Early on in the seminar WHA tele
phone operators demanded callers' names,
addresses, and phone numbers supposedly
to handle an overload of calls. In fact,
operators,
without explanation, often
did not let callers who had previously
objected to the program or its content
back on the air. Other more standard
methods such as a tim e lim it per caller
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could have been used.
The censorship of the final program
was especially ironic because Feraca
was asking us to reflect on our own
self-generated question. But in reality
we were blacklisted and the operators
gave priority to the non-listeners. Wel
come to sanitized (and staged?) pseudoPUbProrL d lThompson has coyly refused
comment to the media about any o bjec
tions to his Bible class. The seminar
with all its dirty tricks is a most con
vincing example of why we cannot allow
religion in the public sector.
Sincerely,
John Bayley
Madison, Wl

C o ffe e h o u s e R e v ie w
by David Strass
Last Sunday's "Open Mic" had a
relaxing start at about 10:00, but it
wasn't long before it took off. Toby
Martin, the exciting new Coffeehouse
C om m ittee chairman, played an original
piano improvisation (the piano rested
on the very cool new blue carpeting!)
for the intim ate crowd of fa ith fu l
Coffeehousers who showed up "on tim e."
As Toby picked up the pace with an
awesome blues, the people began filtering
in until there were over seventy people.
The piano remained center of atten
tion as Susan Packard hopped up to
play a medley of TV tunes (it made
us all feel young again). She followed
this with her public sober singing debut,
called "Hail, Caesar." It's good to know
that a regular like Susan can still catch
you off guard.
Paul O'Sullivan took over for a little
while, beginning with a couple of songs
with Steve Johnson, who gave his world
debut performance.
One was a song
that he wrote. Then Paul hooked up
with Toby and his piano for some good
old Neil Young tunes.
Steve Sager and Paul Pappas came
through to do some Simon and Garfunkel,
plus some tunes they've done before.
They were followed by Brian Schultz's
hilarious monologue, back by popular
demand ("one or two people").
The evening closed out with the
return of Randi Levy. Anyone at C offee
house would agree that sne simply can't
be missed.
People stuck around as
Chas Swenson, Tom C icciarelli, and
Paul O'Sullivan jam m ed for a while.
There was never a dull moment
Sunday night. Of course the one who
stole the show was Jane Bardon, who
introduced the performers and did every
thing else as well. Despite what a couple
people might have thought at first,
there was no shortage of talent.
It
was a display of everyone who is, or
will be, a Coffeehouse regular.
What's that, you say you missed
it? ( Well, don't feel too bad. There
won't be any Coffeehouse this week,
but next week come and hear student
performers.
Due
to
the
popularity
of "Open Mic," Coffeehouse will host
one more "Open Mic" to end this year's
season. Note: Rumor has it the theater/
improv group may stop by—so don't
miss it!

CONKEY’S
BOOK

S T O R E

G r a d u a tin g

S e n io r s

S a t., M ay 24 is th e last day
to order y ou r c ap & g o w n s
a t th e regular price.
(STARTING TUES.. MAY 27

there will be a S3.00 late fee!)
G ra d u a tio n A n n o u n c e m e n ts are in!

*
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*
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R e v i e w : A Loving Place
value of the cards he has put- down
on the table, they are but one formative
part of the game, the outcome of which
can only be determined only by the
inarticulable rules of the game.
The events of the book and the
character they involve are, for the
most part, well thought out, complete,
and satisfying without being trite or
two-dimensional. Dintenfass's description
of the anxiety Farber experiences upon
realizing that his wallet is missing as
he tries to purchase playing cards at
a m all in the opening sequences is handled
expertly and sets tne tone of the book
unmistakably.
Farber's
battle
with
spoon lodged in his ornery garbage
disposal by his wife Irene is especially
insightful and amusing.
Dintenfass's protrayal of Irene and
her failure to develop into an interesting
character is, however, one of the few
weak points of the novel. Occasional
hints into her deeper character are
delivered,
usually
through
knowing
looks and tim ely embraces, but the
dialogue between the retired school
teacher and her husband consists almost
exclusively of predictable hen-pecking
and banal Yiddish generalities.
The other weak point in A Loving
Place is Farber's preoccupation with
his deteriorating excretory functions.
In too many instances his thoughts are
consumed entirely with his constipation
and the inconsistency of his urinary
capabilities.
While tnis preoccupation
is Doth believable and logical, it is exactly
the type of disorder one expects to
encounter in the story of an elderly
person, and consequently it provides
no interesting or nelpful inform ation
about Murray Farber.
But these two points notwithstanding,
A
Loving
Place
is
an
intriguing,
well-constructed novel that offers a
fresh
perspective
on
the
often
stereotypifiea experience of the displaced
and empty modern retiree.

by Mark Johanson
Book provided courtesy of Conkey's.
"What are the odds of a deck working
itself out?
In ordinary solitaire, five
or six to one. That seemed about right.
Some
smart
m athem atician,
Danny
perhaps, could figure the odds exactly.
The odds of order emerging, of there
being a happy ending.
why do happy
endings leave a hollow feeling? Order,
disorder, neither quite satisfied. What
is it, then, that we want?"
Mark Dintenfass, A Loving Place
The game of solitaire is unique among
popular card games in that there is
but one player and the intricacies,
strategies, recollections, and conjectures
of the game are contained entirely
in the internal realm of the player's
mind and thoughts. In the same way
A Loving Place, the sixth published
novel by Lawrence English professor
Mark Dintenfass, is a rather unique
book. The action, reflections, tensions,
pinings, stories, and passions are all
contained entirely within and seen through
the busy mind of Murray Farber, tne
novel's protagonist. Farber, a 74 year
old
retired
bookmaker/activist
/neighborhood kingpin/toy store owner
from Brooklyn has been caught up in
the exodus of the elderly from their
vanishing ethnic and cultural meccas
to the citrus and stucco opulence of
M iam i.
Having torn out his roots in
such a manner, Farber finds himself
in the position of one who is forced
to rely on memories and internally
re-livea times to attem pt to regenerate
his am putated self. While the 'action"
of the entire novel transpires in only
two chronological days, the "a c tio n '
which transpires in Farcer's mind covers
an entire lifetim e of events, musings,
fond remembrances, and regrets.
In A Loving Place Dintenfass skillfully
creates a biographical dream
world
Pages»
. sensation that the reader is peering
into Farber's head and mapping his
network of thoughts through a picture
window.
The window is cracked and
clouded in spots by Farber's sluggishly
moving shell, but nevertheless it affords
a clear, if fleeting, glimpse into the
Farber of Montgomery Street in Brooklyn,
as well as the displaced Florida senior
citizen he has outwardly become.
Images of card playing (especially
solitaire, which is something of an
obsession for Farber)
are prevalent
in A Loving Place, and in many ways
semm to parallel the inner workings
and methodologies of Farber1s approach
to life. Farber, to carry the solitaire
image to a dangerously extended degree,
has already played most of his hand,
but still has a few odd cards remaining
in the deck. Every so often, when he
has been stymied dv the game, a new
card is suddenly played (for example,
when he meets an old friend from
Brooklyn in a shopping mall).
With
the introduction of tne new card, whole
rows of previously played cards are
freed
to
shift
around,
old
cards,
long-buried under the pile, are made
accessible, and as eacn pf these is
re-discovered the ones lying beneath
it are revealed in an endless and
interconnected chain of memories that
is broken only when Farber is forced
to snap back into the present realized.
He sees an old photograph and in a
flash his mind is racing back to the
day
Eleanor
Roosevelt
visited
Montgomery Street at his request, which
in turn brings to the forefront of his
thoughts an old feud between an ancient
black man and the would-be benefactor
who bought him out of slavery. And,
inevitably, Farber's lone extra-marital
a ffa ir of thiry-odd years ago sneaks
c
into the game.
#
Farber,
through
his
years
ot
reminiscing and self-examination, has
acquired a type of cynical wisdom that
seems to be a cross between constipation
and nostalgia. This wisdom, as revealed
through the book's omniscient narrator,
serves as a type of analytical link between
past and present, enabling the reader
to follow the juxtaposition of memories
and now sensations without degenerating
to an arbitrary montage o f episodic
events.

Although
his
thoughts are often
projected back to his salad years as
The Mayor of Montgomery Street,"
it would be wrong to characterize Murray
Farber as living solely in the past,
ignoring
the
here-and-now
in
favor
oT some idealized, rose-colored lost
youth.
As Dintenfass portrays him ,
ne is a perceptive, practical, interesting
man whose gruff philosophizing has
led him to conclude (or at least entertain
the thought) that no m atter what the

E x p e r ie n c e d S e c r e ta r y
• Resumes

•

WILL DO TYPING
Term Papers • Honors Papers
CALL 735 9968

IT S N O T
H O W M U C H Y O U S A V E ...
IT S H O W O FTE N
Let HOME show you how even sm all deposits
m ade frequently can really add up with
our high yielding savings plans. Come HOME
for all your financial needs!

■ I « H O M E S A V IN G S
1 1

«

Downtown 320E College • 414/7341483• Appleton
West Offce 2835 W College • 414/7313116
LittleChute Office 201 E Man • 414/7889106
Menasha Oflce 1500Appleton Rd • 414/7250900
Phone Home! DIAL 731 1000FORTHELATESTRATE INFORMATION
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QUESTION: What do brats, burgers,
Augsberger, Old Style Light, CPS, jazz,
Mistaken
Identity,
Jam nation,
sun,
Steve Goodie, fun, volleyball, and friends
have in common?
ANSWER: They all come together
at Zoo Day '86. Starting at noon, Satur
day, May 24.
Buy books for next year's classes
at good prices!! The Christian Tradition
1-PEL 23, $12; Financial AccountingECON 07, $40; A History of Western
Music-Donald
Jay
Grout,
$15.
Call
Scott at x6896, Konler 314.
Marty,
You're the best big sis. I know we'll
have a lot of fun! Thanks for everything.
Love, Liz
I am looking to buy a B&W TV, so
if you have one to sell, please call Karen
S. at x6863.
Good bands, good food, and sun
will all be a part of Zoo Day '86. The
fun starts tomorrow at noon and lasts
until 8:00 PM.
QUESTION:
What do
pick up Lawrence women?

you

need

to

Delts
"We're gonna break up."
"Why are you ignoring me?
Are
you ma a at me?
"I just don't feel any sparks."
"Our relationship just doesn't click."
"I would love to just ravage you!"
Phi Taus
"Come on, we're in college."
"...It's just like sucking on
finger."

ATTENTION ALL CHEMISTRY M AJORS:
No beers in the NMR room! It*appears
that certain senior students had bottles
of beer in their possession and were
found out. They were severely punished
and the adm inistration almost decided
to postpone graduation for these prank
sters for a year or two.
Come take a study break at Zoo
Day '86. It all takes place tomorrow
starting at noon.
Kim J.:
You had me
but I finally
have asked
figured it out. T couldn't hav<
Thanks for
for a better secret sis.
all the great presents!
Love, Liz
A few choice lines from the "men"
L.U.:

of

Sig Eps
"I'm not coming up here just to use
you."
"This is the hardest thing I've ever
done..."
"I was scared of my feelings for
you."
"Well, every tim e I see you, you're
leaving with someone else."
"I feel so ashamed, I blame myself."
Betas
"It's not gonna hurt..."
"Dc you mind doing this?"
"Why can't I see both of you?"
"Do you have a history of heart
disease? Do you eat fatty foods? Do
you smoke? Do you wanna go out?"
"I'll pull out all of your toenails
if you don't come to our party!"

1982 FIREBIRD (Red)
• 4-Speed
• T-Top and extras
• Good shape
• Must see

Independents
"I don't kiss on the first date."
"I don't see all of my friends every
day."
"Wanna come over and give me
a back massage?"
"Wear this, it'll be hot."
"I would never take advantage of
you."
ALL OF THE ABOVE
"Trust me."
"I’ll call you."
"I really like you a lo t...I still want
to be friencis."
"Whine, whine (whimper, whimper)."
we say:
"Think
with your

ung fc
25 and ANTH 41?
Kohler 714.

C all Carrie at x6900,

But Janey—
I heard that
hoop in the west.

they

really

do

THUtS
6 30to 1
SAT
9to 12

PHONC
734-1069

y

‘^ 1 1

ZULHLKC
BUILDING
SUITt 103
103W CollegeAve
Appleton Wl S491 1

Move Yourself,
All Your Stuff
And Save, Too!

lauib

To Mon', the future Treverite:
Sink- (n) A water basin fixed to
a wall or floor and having a drainpipe
and generally a piped supply of water
(n) * "A
. oiletA disposal apparatus
r
^o
ile titio n and defecation
defecation.
used for urination
Urinal- (n) An upright wall fixture
used by men for urination.
Don't get these mixed up!
Amy
Susan,
Do you really get headaches in the
dark?
A memo board note in Kohler:
’.'A slight scream and minor discomfort
was all it took."

Guild Bike and Fitness Co.
CANNONDALE

“The Future of Cycling”
S P E C IA L

SR400.ST400, «399.95
SR500, ST500, «499.95
Now through the end of May

731-5353
217 E. College Ave.
(Inside Guild Building)

Applications for

£
*

ADMISSIONS
COUNSELOR
E x t. 6 5 4 1 f o r in f o r m a t io n .

with ony local
rental

It's as easy as renting a Ryder truck, one way.

Compare costs before you make plans
for moving at the end of the semester.
If you're 18 or older and have a valid
driver's license, you can use a Ryder
truck, rent-it-here, leave-it-there. Load
up your stereo, 10-speed, clothes,
everything. You'll still have room, no
doubt, for one or two friends with their
things to share the cost.
Compare that to the price of a plane
ticket. Or even a bus. Plus shipping.
Rent a newer truck from the bestmaintained, most dependable fleet in
the world—Ryder. The best truck money
can rent.
Ryder offers special discounts to all
students and faculty.

LO-BUC RENTALS
731-672«

FOX RIV ER MALL

are due Friday, May 30.
a n d / o r c a l l t h e P e r s o n n e l O f f ic e ,

$25.00 OFF

with any on«-woy
rental

W ! W IU BE KPRESEMTID BY:

739-3024

S e e n o t i c e i n M a y 23- 30 is s u e o f T H IS W E E K

UL

HOURS
M-w-r
830to5

To the 3 a.m . visitor:
Long tim e no see. Stop by sometime;
we’ll party and listen to the Talking
Heads.

5

£

with your
when you

EMERGENCY REPAIRS AVAILABLE

Zoo Day 1986 takes place Saturday,
May 24, starting at noon.

C a ll: 733-6043

*

big

Phi Delts
"Do you want to go back to my room
and slow dance?"
"I just wanted to surprise you."
"Well, I guess I'll be seem' ya, huh?"
(Grunt.)

To these,
head, not
speak."

ANSWER: A crane.

Iptk/ions
a

£

BERN IE’S
SMALL ENGINE

739-2MC

